
RESOLUTION NUMBER 101 

HONORING CHARLOTTEE VANITA MERRITTS OTTLEY   

 

WHEREAS, There are many ways to describe Charlotte Vanita Merritts Ottley and her eclectic career, whether 

as the booster of others or upfront leader, she is outstanding. She is defined as a “bold market development 

strategist” and a “real-time coach” in professional development. Time Magazine referred to her as the 

“middleman” between corporations and the community; and  

  

WHEREAS, for the past 15 years, Ms. Ottley has served in multiple roles with Michael P. McMillan, most 

recently in his role as President & CEO of the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis–the largest affiliate in the 

nation--as his Senior Consultant in Institutional Advancement; and   

  

WHEREAS, this native East St. Louisan’s success is founded on her commitment to purpose, using winning 

innovative and strategic planning driven by passion. They result in unbeatable combinations that benefit countless 

others throughout the United States and other countries. Her formula for success is to create mutually beneficial 

outcomes matched with God’s grace, which has taken her to the highest levels of achievement throughout her 

career; and   

  

WHEREAS, Ms. Ottley’s personal and professional path spans more than 50 years, utilizing every form of media 

to help others by building upon her entrepreneurial foundation. She is a trained Instructor of Physical Medicine 

at two major medical centers; a five-time EMMY Award-winning media executive producer; an on-air talent with 

CBS- and NBC-owned stations in St. Louis and New York; an author; a magazine editor, and a journalist in radio, 

cable, television and print media, in many instances concurrently; and   

  

WHEREAS, on a national scale, she had the privilege of organizing events in the White House, one of which 

was to announce the presidency of Nelson Mandela with President Clinton when representing the nation’s largest 

American Urban Radio Network; and  

 

WHEREAS, she published her own book, Surviving Success: Changes, Challenges and Choices, in addition to 

numerous handbooks on Personal and Professional Marketing. As an editor, she created Harlem Culture 

Magazine. As a columnist, she wrote “The C Suite Strategies for Success” for Ladue News, a society magazine.  

  

WHEREAS, the “Charlotte Merritts Ottley Women’s Transitional Center” (a subsidiary of BASIC, Inc., “Black 

Alcohol/Drug Service and Information Center”), based in St. Louis, was dedicated in 2010, helping women to 

transition back into their families and communities as whole persons; and . Although she is diagnosed with stage 

five kidney disease and undergoes dialysis 12 hours a week, she does not stop. You will hear her on the speaking 

circuit to inspire organ donorship and remains on the transplant waiting list; and   

  

WHEREAS, she is an Honorary Marine Captain and a fifth-generation congregant of Mount Zion Missionary 

Baptist Church. She currently serves as Chair of I Am East St. Louis, The Magazine Foundation; the Heartland St. 

Louis Black Chamber of Commerce; and the NAACP East St. Louis Branch and recipient of its President’s 

Award. 

   

WHEREAS, Ms. Ottley holds a Master's in Speech Pathology and Audiology from Southern Illinois University-

Carbondale, IL where she was also honored by the School of Communications as the first African 

American Alumni of the Year. She also holds Certificates in Clinical Competence, from the Missouri State Board 

of the Healing Arts. She holds a Certificate for Executive Management from the Kellogg School of Business at 

Northwestern University in association with the National Minority Supplier Council, which honored her with 

their National Tier I Business Achievement Award. Since 1966 after graduating from college, she has been an 

acclaimed member of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. She recently launched a jewelry line based on her “Spirit 

of Success” philosophy, in collaboration with Vincent’s Jewelers based in St. Louis.   

  



 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to congratulate Charlotte Vanita Merritts Ottley on her special evening as recipient of the 2021 

Urban League Woman of the Year. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution 

across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be 

presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor.  

 

Introduced this 8th day of October, 2021 by: 

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 

 

Adopted this 8th day of October, 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


